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AUCTION MEETING 


The February PPRAA meeting will be held 
February 14th at 1930 in the Security 
Savings & Loan Building, corner of Union 
and Platte Ave. As has been the tradition 
for February meetings, we will have an 
auction of ham equipment, with Pete, 
K@UDG doing his ''thing'' as auctioneer. 
The donation to the PPRAA will be the 
customary 10%. Everyone is asked to 
mark your gear with your name and call, 
and the minimum selling price if you have 
one. Please use a little judgement in the 
size, weight, and quantity of your pre- 
cious "junk" you bring to sell. Remember, 
anything not sold has to be carted back up 
the stairs. Come early to get set up and 
look at the other goodies. Refreshments 
will be served. Also remember we are 

to be out of the building by 10 pm. 
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PRESIDENTS NEWS 


Wayne Brown, W2TPV/¢@ 


I took it upon myself to be editor for this 
month's $ Beat in an effort to improve 
the quality. One or two issues with bits 
and pieces from other publications ran- 
domly patched together may have been a- 
musing, but if we're to continue publish- 
ing @ Beat it must be a quality newsletter 
that our members want and enjoy reading. 


I want to thank all the PPRAA members 
who furnished material this month, I re- 
ceived more than enough articles, and all 
without asking. There is no reason why 
this can't continue in the future. 


(continued on page 3) 
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DX REPORT 


This month we have just a few hints on 
how to work DX, using some established 
procedures. They are not foolproof, and 
they don't guarantee that you will work 

all the DX, but they will help you increase 
your score. 


FISHING 


When fishing, or just looking for any DX 
that happens to be around, a simple 3 X 3 
call repeated three times is best. All of 
us have heard CQs that seem to go on for- 
ever. Many DX stations give up waiting 
for the "AR" or "K"'', and move on to 
someone else who has more acceptable 
operating habits. If you don't get an an- 
swer on the first 3 X 3 X 3, try again 
with another one. Do NOT let the lack of 
response lull you into going into a long 
series of CQs, Ifa DX station hears you 
and is inclined to answer, he will do so 
more rapidly toa 3X 3 X 3 than toa 

10 X 10 X 10, 


PILEUPS 


If you are interested in increasing your 
country total, or working toward specific 
awards, the only way to go about it is to 
listen. Top DXers got there by learning 
to listen. There are several things you 
learn to listen for. Pileups generally do 
not occur for the more common countries. 


Once you have found the pileup, listen for 
the station causing it. He may be work- 
ing froma list, by callareas, simply 
taking the strongest station he can hear, 
or he may be in contact with an old friend 
and those stations calling him are making 
an enemy, nota contact. 


lf he is working froma list, don't call 
him. Listen and you can probably find 
out how to get on the list. Sometimes a 
station is taking a list just a few kha off 
frequency and then relaying the new list 
to the DX station, Sometimes you must 
write the DX station and request that you 


be put on his list. A good way to get on 
the wrong list is to call without being on 
any list. 


If he is working by call areas, please, 
please wait until he comes to your call 
area, I know that W@ is generally the 
last area to be called, but calling out of 
turn can ensure that you will NOT work 
him when he does get to @ land. Another 
word of caution here. Some stations 
have the habit of violating FCC rules as 
well as good ethics when the DX is work- 
ing by callareas. They sign the call 
area the DX is listening for, but with 
their own suffix. For instance, W@LDV 
could sign WI1LDV and perhaps make 

the contact. Then when he asked fora 
QSL, the DX station might presume that 
he made a wrong log entry and respond. 
This is not only unethical, it is illegal. 
Additionally, most rare DX stations are 
now aware of this ruse and just ignore 
your QSL. 


If the DX is simply taking the strongest 
station he can hear, and you really want 
to work him, just hang in there and call 
him. If the skip is right, and you are 
putting out a decent signal, sooner or 
later you will get him. 


(continued on page 3) 
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DX REPORT Continued 
TAIL ENDING 


Tail ending is the practice of giving your 
call just as the station being worked is 
signing off. If the DX station is working 
stations by using this procedure, a cou- 
ple of hints can help here. First, don't 
send the call of the DX station, send 
yours -~ ONCE, He knows his call, and 
it's yours he is listening for. Secondly, 
and this really should be first, listen for 
the station he is working. Hither zero 
beat this station or get just slightly off 
his frequency before you call. Again, 
listening first will help you determine in 
which direction the DX station is tuning. 


After you have called, listen -- if he has 
not answered anyone, send your call twice 
more. Listenagain. Generally he has 
picked outa cali by this time. If not, re- 
peat your call twice and listen. No mat- 
ter how eager you are for the contact, do 
not be lulled into calling continuously. 
You can always hear stations doing this 
and they are not making the contact, they 
are merely ruining, someone's chance of 
making a contact. Don't be one of these. 


UP5KC 


Oftimes, the DX station will not listen on 
his own frequency. When this is his prac- 
tice, he will send the frequency where he 
is tuning. This will generally be up 5 kc, 
down 5 ke, or whatever is his pleasure. 
Listening will help you get on the right 
track. Many a redfaced DXer has found to 
his chagrin that he has called UP5KC when 
he first heard the instructions, instead of 
moving his transmitter to the proper fre- 
quency and calling the correct station. 


Finally, if you really want to work the DX 
station, abide by all good operating ethics. 
Don't tune up on frequency, don't make 
short comments to other stations on fre- 
quency, and don't swish your carrier 
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across the frequency just because you 
haven't been able to work him. Bean 
amateur in the true sense of the word, 
Don't be a banana.... 


73, Dale, W@LDV 
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The FCC has denied the ARRL request for 
more phone band expansion other than that 
already in effect under the recent ruling 
adopted in Docket 19162. 
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PRESIDENT'S NEWS Continued 


You will notice that @ Beat has a new 
look this month. This makes it much 
easier to lay out, easier to read, and 
easier to print. I'd appreciate your com- 
ments on this new format and suggestions 


for improvement, 


Unfortunately, I am not ina position to 
continue as @ Beat editor. As many of 
you know, Marty and I will be leaving 
Colorado Springs permanently in June 
for a new Air Force assignment. In the 
meantime, I will be traveling extensively 
and won't be around to edit @ Beat, lam 
also involved in putting out another 
monthly radio bulletin, and I'm already 
pressed with it. Therefore, WE NEED A 
NEW EDITOR! The main requirement, 
other than the time to type the pages, is 
access toa good typewriter, preferably 
electric, so that the type is uniform. 

@ Beat looks much better if it is all done 
on the same typewriter. I feel strongly 
that if we cannot find an editor who will 
put out a good looking publication, we 
should cease publishing @ Beat! 


For those of you who haven't paid your 
1973 dues yet, another application is in~ 
cluded in this issue. This will be the 
last issue of @ Beat you'll receive unless 
dues are paid. 
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OSIE'S - 


Rosemarie Lewis 


EPORTINGS 


WABMNL 


Site of the 1973 Rocky Mountain Division 
convention will be Cheyenne, Wyoming... 
Dates: June 30th and July Ist. 


Due to pressure of business, Kent Simcoe, 
WAGQOY, had to resign as Section Emer- 
gency Coordinator, Dick Schmidt, K#@FLOQ 
of 13640 E, Center Ave, Aurora, Colo., 
80010, accepted the position. We owe 
Kent a vote of thanks for all the time and 
effort he spent as SEC, 


Colorado YL's met recently and elected 
K@WZS, Helen Cox of Pueblo as chair- 
woman and WA$WAD, Ollie as recording 
secretary. This election was for this 
sector of Colorado. The next meeting 
will be Feb 10th at QTH of WBGALK, 
Joan Ehlis, 519 Brown, Pueblo, Colo. 
Some outstanding activities are planned 
by this group... come all ya YL's 
(licensed or not) and join us at 1 pm. 


WAGUZO, Bob Shriner and KGPHF, Bob 
Heptig, Pueblo, demonstrated their HSC 
Frequency Counter at the January meet- 
ing. It has a 9 digit readout, 


SILENT KEY: W7FLI, John Carter, 
passed away recently in Coalville, Utah. 
He had been active on the amateur bands 
for many years, When he resided in the 
Springs he was known as WQ@ICF (icy 
cold fingers). 


The electronic class at Palmer High has 
readied 7 students for their Novice exams. 
KG@LZD, Ron Seats, is in charge of the 
lab. 


How many old hams do we have? Not nec- 
essarily old in years, but years old in 
hamming. WG@CNY, Gene Bacon, and 
W@QN, Fred Collins would like to meet 
with other Old Timers in the area, 
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PEN PALS ANYBODY? 


Being a ''pen pal" is a popular hobby in 
Southeast Asia. Many teenagers exchange 
letters all over that part of the world. 
Some newspapers even carry lists of 
names and addresses for prospective "pen 
pals", 


Dick Long, K@FMF (ex JM8FMF) says he 
has a good prospective pen pal for a local 
teenage amateur radio operator or aspir- 
ant. His name is Philip Hii. He was in 
Dick's ham radio class in Sibu, Sarawak. 
He has learned the Morse Code and a few 
fundamentals of radio, He tends to get 
discouraged about ever becoming a ham 
because he is only 14, and the government 
says one must be 18 before he can take 
the amateur radio license exam. 


It takes only a 15¢ air form or 21¢ ona 
3 ounce letter to introduce yourself to 
Philip. Tell him about your interest in 
electronics and other things. You will 
find that he writes in very readable Eng- 
lish, is Chinese, a Roman Catholic, a 
good student and a very likeable fellow. 
Write to: Philip Hii 

32-D, Brooke Drive 

Sibu, Sarawak 

East Malaysia 
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JANUARY MINUTES = Irv Ebel, W6KWV 
The January PPRAA meeting was held 
January 10 at Security Savings and Loan 
building. 


The meeting was called to order by Pres- 
ident Wayne Brown, W2TPV/@ at 7:40 pm. 


The minutes were read by Sec'y, Irv 
Ebel, W@KWV. This included the min- 
utes of the November meeting and’a short 
note on the December Christmas dinner. 
There was no regular business meeting 
for dinner, Minutes approved as read. 


Treasurets report was read by Chuck 
Myers, WA@ZCS. Approved as read, 


Members were reminded by W2TPV that 
applications for Club membership should 
be filled out when renewing for this year. 


Plans were made for participating in the 
coming Simulated Emergency Test, the 
last weekend in January. Comments by 
George Kowalski, W@GCH, Emergency 
Coordinator for El Paso County, and al- 
so by Wayne Brown, W2IPV on prepar- 
edness for the traffic to be handled dur- 
ing the SET. » 


A letter was read by Pres. Wayne Brown 
from Jim Russell, W@AVP in Florida, 
who also included a sum of money to be 
used in the Club as needed. 


Report by Chuck Myers, WA@ZCS for 
newer members of the Club on the Colo- 
rado Council of Radio Clubs, Added in- 
formation by Oak Stockton, K@ROL, 


We hada report by Pete Demario, K#UDG 


that the Pike's Peak Repeater was still 
not available for use. Xtals on order. 


We are again without an official editor 
for ZERO BEAT. Mike Payne, W@LVJ, 
will be unable to continue as editor due 
to job pressure, A number of voices 
heard on ZERO BEAT and articles in it, 
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Discussion on what print most easily 
read, Decision made to go back to yellow 
black print. Minutes of meetings to be 
included in ZERO BEAT, Also any items 
of interest to members, suchas ARRL 
newsletters, letters from Division Direc- 
tor, FCC actions, etc, 


, 


Coffee break and drawing for prizes pre- 
ceded the program for the evening. 


A very interesting demonstration was 
given by Bob Shriner, WA@UZO of Pueblo 
on the frequency counter. Manual and 
parts list for sale. Not available in kit 
form. 


President, Wayne Brown, W2TPV, had 
comments on the Club. He asked for 
ideas on how to make the Club work bet- 
ter, suchas interests, DX, construction, 
traffic, etc. He asked the question '|'Why 
do members come to the meeting or why 
don't they come?" There were many 
ideas from various members. Discus- 
sion followed on a Club building, Club 
station and availability, The Club build- 
ing is not practical at present. The Club 
station is available at the Red Cross bldg. 
George Kowalski, W@GCH has the key to 
operations area. Equipment available 
more for emergency use than for "rag 
chewing" due to limited space. 


Final drawing for door prizes. 


Meeting adjourned at 10 pm. 


EMERY STUDIO 


PORTRAITS — COMMERCIAL 
PICTURE FRAMING 


DON EMERY WwoOYU 


1 Block W. of Academy Bivd. between 
Pal mer Park Bivd. & Constitution Ave. 


3730 E. La Salle Telephone 597-0026 
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CCRAC Meeting 


The Colorado Council of Radio Amateur 
Clubs (CCRAC) first quarterly meeting 
was held at Lakewood, Co at the Ameri- 
can Red Cross building. Of the 17 mem- 
ber clubs, nine were initially represent- 
ed, despite the stormy weather, Sat, 10 
Jan, Pueblo Ham Club was later repre- 
sented by WB@GLJ, who had been bogged 
down in a snow drift. President Rich 
High, W@HEP read his agenda and the 
usual discussions followed. Slatz Coun- 
cil, WO@ATZ, the Chairman for the 1976 
ARRL National Convention to be held in 
Denver, read his official list of commit- 
tee volunteers for the various tasks to be 
done. It was suggested that individual 
clubs in Colorado undertake to specialize 
in committee work, such as advertising, 
hospitality, program, etc. The new 
Colorado Ham Directory was discussed 
as a CCRAC project, rather than Denver 
Radio Club. Several delegates having 
access to computers and data processing 
facilities volunteered to compile the up- 
to-the-minute listings by call sign, name, 
address and zip codes. WB@CJX is 
Chairman. 


Chic Cottrell, Rocky Mountain ARRL 
Director, W@SIN briefed the Council on 
his recent Board meeting and in particu- 
lar the details of FCC actions on newly 
applied for repeater licenses (none have 
been issued to date; see also editorial, 
Feb '73'"' mag). Of interest to all atten- 
dees is the fact that the new rules re- 
quire the monitoring of all repeater IN- 
PUT frequencies prior to activation of 
the repeater transmitter by the control 
station(s). This has a heavy impact on 
each group sponsoring a repeater, inas- 
much as the physical location of the mon- 
itoring is rarely commensurate with the 
location of the repeater's input receiver, 
hence, a different coverage between the 
"“monitor'' and the actual repeater! At 
any rate, it will be enforced that the 
activation of a repeater transmitter will 
be under strict licensee control, Chic 
requested a letter from each ARRL- 
affiliated club to strengthen a mutual 
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position of the Division that the League 
could go to bat at the next FCC hearing. —“ 
He stressed that the ARRL is the only 
agency at present which has a strong 
enough voice in Washington to swing any 
issue with the FCC. And even though 
less than half of the hams and less than 
half of the known clubs in the USA are 
ARRL members, what else have we got? 
There will be an open meeting of repeat- 
er owners/users in Denver on 18 Feb 

at 1400 hours at 195 S. Monaco Blvd, 

to discuss ways and means of petitioning 
the FCC for acceptable rules covering 
Colorado VHF repeaters, 


The Denver Radio Club and the Arapahoe 

Radio Club will hold an open house Mar 8 
at 1500 to 2100 hours at 170 Steele Street, 
Denver. 


CGRAC elections were held, and the new 
officers are Rich High continuing as 
Chairman, Kent Simcoe, Vice Chairman, 
and Linda Erb, Secretary/Treasurer. 
Meeting adjourned about 1600 hours and 
K@ROL/WAGZCS used the four-wheeler 
to pull the WB@GLJ van out of the snow- 
drift for the long, icy trip home to the 
Springs and Pueblo, respectively. 


73, Oak, K@ROL 


featuring one of colorado’s finest lines 
of ham gear. newand used 


including : also: 


‘DRAKE 
‘COLLINS -Panasonic 
*REGENCY ‘Magnavox 
-E.F JOHNSON J-5- lansing 
‘HY-GAIN Sepia 


see dan -wadkxo 
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